The role of attentional bias in substance abuse.
There has been much recent interest in the idea that drug users show biased attention toward drug-related events. Because drug stimuli produce conditioned responses that may motivate drug taking, biased attention toward these cues may play an important role in drug use and relapse following treatment. The performance of drug users on the Stroop task and visual dot-probe task has been interpreted as demonstrating attentional bias toward drug cues specific to an individual's drug use history. However, studies often fail to include necessary control groups or comparison stimuli, thereby making it difficult to definitively conclude that reported results reflect a specific attentional response to personally relevant drug events. Although promising, these initial studies need to be followed up with better controlled demonstrations of attentional bias and with studies linking bias levels to other measures of drug taking.